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Explanation:

A compound (composite) shape is made up of two or more simple shapes joined together. To find its
area, draw a dotted line to split it into rectangles or triangles, work out any missing side lengths first by
comparing parallel horizontal and vertical sides, and then add the separate areas together.

Remember the key area formulas: Rectangle = length × width, and Triangle = 1
2  × base ×

perpendicular height. For shaded region questions, calculate the outer area minus the unshaded
inner area.

Example 1: An L-shape has total width 10 cm,
total height 8 cm, top width 4 cm, and right
height 3 cm. Find its area.
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Left = 4 × 8 = 32 cm²
Right = (10−4) × 3 = 18 cm²
Total = 32 + 18 = 50 cm²

Example 2: A pentagon has a 6 m by 4 m
rectangular base and a triangle on top. Total height
is 7 m. Find the area.

6 m

4 m

3 m

7 m

Rect = 6 × 4 = 24 m²
Tri h = 7 − 4 = 3 m
Tri = 1

2 ×6×3 = 9 m² → 33 m²
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